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Background:
To ensure that USDA policies are coordinated and up to date with evolving cover 
crop practices, the administrators of NRCS, Risk Management Agency and Farm 
Service Agency organized an interagency workgroup to develop consistent, simple 

The guidelines apply to non-irrigated cropland, including systems that contain a 

Additional Cover Crop Termination Considerations:
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NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines 
Non-Irrigated Cropland

Zone Cover Crop Termination Period Guidance
Zone 1 For Late Spring to Fall Seeded Crops

Terminate cover crops 35 days or 
For Early Spring Seeded Crops
Terminate cover crops as soon 
as practical prior to planting the 

Termnination Considerations 4 

Zone 2 For Late Spring to Fall Seeded Crops
Terminate cover crops 15 days or 

For Early Spring Seeded Crops
Terminate cover crops as soon 
as practical prior to planting the 

Termnination Considerations 4 

Zone 3

Zone 4
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zones 1 and 2, fall seeded cover crops will have limited growth in  

 - Crops planted as early as  

New Technology - Where new technology has at least three years of  

Cover Crop Grazing

 – Termination of cover crops utilized in an irrigated  
cropping system are not restricted to a given cover crop termination  

when seasonal cover is needed to protect young seedlings from   

fall under the   
 

Short Season Cover Crops
where the producer will plant the intended crop, plus a short term  
seasonal cover crop (NRCS Conservation Practice Code 340 – 
Cover Crop  prior to or at the same time as planting the main or  

provides short term wind erosion protection until the main crop

Additional Cover Crop Termination Considerations (Continued):
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Early Crop Planting

Multiple Climates Within a County
  may request a different cover crop termination zone due to unique geographical and topographical features that  

 
 – This involves multiple crop species grown together, with no distinct row pattern and does not permit  

  are planted in a way that does not permit separate agronomic maintenance or management, then RMA will not  

Relay Cropping

Harvested Cover

Good Farming Practice – RMA term - The production methods utilized to produce the insured crop and allow it to  
  make normal progress toward maturity and produce at least the yield used to determine the production guarantee  

Late Planting Period – RMA term - The period of time following the date considered as the latest planting date for an  

Prevented Planting

  cause of loss that is general to the surrounding area and that prevents other producers from planting acreage with  

Additional Cover Crop Termination Considerations (Continued):
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Cover Crop Termination Guidelines Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Question: What are cover crops?
Answer

Question: Why were the cover crop guidelines updated, and who was involved?
Answer:

Question: I disagree with the zone to which my farm is assigned. Can I have my farm assigned to a different 
zone?
Answer:

Question: My insured crop will be irrigated.  Do the cover crop zones apply to my acreage?
Answer:

Question: I live in California, which is in zone 1, and plan to plant non-irrigated spring wheat.  According to 
the guidelines, spring wheat is an early spring seeded crop.  Does this mean I can terminate my cover crop at 
planting instead of 35 days prior to planting?
Answer:

winter and spring growing conditions do not meet these criteria, the cover crop termination date remains at 35 days prior 

Question: I’m in zone 2. The guidelines state I should terminate my cover crop at least 15 days before planting 
any insured crop.  However, I started a new cover crop strategy on my farm over three years ago which does not 
impact the cash crop yield. Can I still insure my cash crop, if I terminate the cover at planting time?
Answer:

Question: I was prevented from planting my insured crop, did not have a cover crop and plan to plant a cover 
crop after the preventive planting period.  Do I still qualify for full prevented planting coverage for my insured 
crop?
Answer:
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Cover Crop Termination Guidelines Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) (Continued):
Question: I was prevented from planting my insured crop, and the preventive planting was not caused by the 
cover crop.  I would like to establish a new cover crop to replace the terminated cover crop after the prevented 
planting period.  Do I still qualify for full prevented planting coverage for my insured crop?
Answer:

 
Question: Can I graze or harvest hay or silage from my cover crop in the spring prior to termination?
Answer:

Question: My farm is in zone 2.  I plan to terminate my cover crop 15 days prior to planting.  However, the weather 
and planting conditions this spring allows earlier than normal planting.  I terminated the cover crop 5 days ago, 
but seedbed conditions and temperatures are right to plant early.  Can I plant after 5 days, or must I wait 15 days?
Answer:

plant a cover crop of spring oats prior to or during planting of my insured/susceptible crop.  I then terminate the 
oat cover crop once the insured susceptible crop is established, and the soil is protected from wind erosion.  

Answer:




